What is our vision for the future church?
Do we believe it to be a place with gradually diminishing numbers that will just continue to diminish until it eventually dies, or do we see it as a place filled with people of power, that holy power that has been gifted to us by God’s Holy Spirit, a people desperate to tell others about the great truths of God?

The stark truth is that if we look at the figures in recent history the first of the two options may seem to be more likely and it is with this thought in mind that we must begin at the bottom, we must see this as a turning point, an opportunity to rebuild, a chance to really allow God to use his power to change lives. We must act, but how?

The highest rate of people leaving the church is the under 18’s with more of them now leaving at younger and younger ages, this fact when also put together with the fact that almost 80% of present Christians became Christians before their 18th birthday shows us that the number of people presently attending church is likely to decline. So what does that mean? Those figures probably show us that we have missed the boat on generations of people and that now the majority of adult will not go to church or try to find ways to get close to God. Does this mean we should give up on them? Of course it doesn’t, they are still children of God and just as important to him as anyone else. It does however mean that anything we try and do to help people into a relationship with God is more likely to be successful amongst young people.

A rabbi once said that cities are defended by armies, but civilisations are defended by schools. If we use this to help us think of our churches it may indicate that we need adults to run our churches. Adults are wise and can support the teaching and work of the church spiritually, practically and financially, and if we are looking to the future to build civilisation, a new kingdom we have to look at the way we are educating the young people of today in the ways of God. If the church is going to have a future, and I believe it will, children and young people are that future.

Wouldn’t it be great however to be able to say that young people are the church of the future but also of the present? The only way to do this is to equip young people with the truths of the gospel to help them understand that a faith in Jesus Christ is an active one, a living one and to empower them to become his followers and his disciples.

All this may sound pretty huge and grand but it is the vision with which we want to approach the work we do with young people and children here in Beulah Baptist Church. I believe it is our responsibility to this community, to the young people and most of all our Lord that we teach show and demonstrate that God’s love is a transforming love that can and will make a difference to this place and to individual lives if we allow him to do so. We must instil these truths to our young people and encourage and nurture into such a relationship with God that they are then the true disciples sharing this message with their friends. I cannot pretend to have all the answers on how we can achieve this but believe that it is through the church representing the kingdom of God here on earth we can share a vision for our young people and through perseverance enable them to serve the communities that they are living in through the example of Jesus and the love of God. 
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